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SUBJ: ICETU EDITORIAL ON ILO 

1 . AN EDITORIAL IN THE JULY- AUGUST ISSUE OF "FREE LABOUR 
WORLD," MAGAZINE OE THE INTERNATIONAL CONEEDERATION OF 
FREE TRADE UNIONS (ICFTU), REVIEWS THE JUNE ILO CONFER- 
ENCE IN LARGELY NEGATIVE TERMS. 

2. THE EDITORIAL'TITLED "WHITHER ILO?", OPENS WITH THE 
CRITICISM THAT THE CONEERENCE "EAILED TO DISPEL THE 
DOUBTS ABOUT THE ILO'S FUTURE; IN FACT, IT HAS AGGRAVATED 
OUR MISGIVINGS AND FEARS." IN ITS BALANCE SHEET OF THE 
CONFERENCE, THE EDITORIAL FINDS "NOTABLE POSITIVE RESULTS 
...SUCH AS THE ADOPTION OF CONVENTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
ON THE PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND ON NURSING 
PERSONNEL; IMPORTANT PROGRESS ALSO ON TWO MEASURES...ON 
LABOUR ADMINISTRATION AND ON TRADE UNION RIGHTS IN THE 
PUBLIC SERVICES." 

3. ON THE NEGATIVE SIDE IS "THE DELIBERATE REBUFF GIVEN 
TO THE ALL-IMPORTANT COMMITTEE ON APPLICATION OF 
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STAND ARDS.. .WHICH HAS BEEN RIGHTLY DESCRIBED AS THE 
CONSCIENCE OE THE ILO." REJECTION OF THAT COMMITTEE'S 
REPORT, SAYS THE EDITORIAL, "SHOWS THAT CERTAIN GOVERN- 
MENTS RESENT ANY CRITICISM, BUT ALSO THAT THEY ARE BENT 
ON DESTROYING THE VERY ESSENCE AND BASIS OF THE ILO. EOR 
THE ADOPTION OF CONVENTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE 
ILO BECOMES USELESS, AND INDEED A FARCE, IE THE MACHINERY 
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FOR CONTROLLING THE APPLICATION OF THESE STANDARDS IS NOT 
ALLOWED TO EUNCTION." 
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4. THE EDITORIAL ENDS WITH THIS SHARP CRITICISM: 

"WE ARE NATURALLY VERY SHAKEN BY THE OUTCOME OE THE VOTING 
WHICH CAN ONLY BE SEEN AS A CONCERTED ATTEMPT TO CHANGE 
THE CHARACTER OF THE ILO, ITS UNIQUE TRIPARTITE NATURE 
WHICH CONSTITUTES ITS VALUE EOR THE WORKERS OE THE 
WORLD. WHILE IT MAY BE YET TOO EARLY TO ANTICIPATE THE 
POSSIBLE IMPLICATIONS AND REPERCUSSIONS OE THIS MOVE, 

THE INTERNATIONAL FREE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT AND ALL OTHER 
DEMOCRATIC GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS MUST PACE THE GRAVITY 
OP THE SITUATION: IP THIS IS THE WAY THINGS ARE GOING, THE 
ILO WILL LOSE ITS CREDIBILITY AS AN EPPECTIVE ORGANISATION 
EOR THE DEFENCE OF WORKERS' RIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD." 

5. THE EDITORIAL ONLY IN PASSING REPERS TO THE U.S. 

WITHDRAWAL NOTICE: "THE TENDENCY TO TURN THE ILO INTO A 
POLITICAL TRIBUNAL HAS HAMPERED THE ORGANISATION IN 
CARRYING OUT ITS NORMAL PUNCTIONS, AND IT WAS EOR THIS 
REASON THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD ANNOUNCED THAT THEY 
WOULD LEAVE THE ILO UNLESS THIS PERNICIOUS TREND COULD BE 
REVERSED SO THAT THE ILO COULD RETURN TO ITS FUNDAMENTAL 
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PRINCIPLES AND TASKS." 

6. ALTHOUGH THE EDITORIAL DOES NOT SAY SO, ICPTU LEADERS 
HOPE THAT THE U.S. WILL DECIDE TO STAY IN THE ILO, AND 
HAVE CONVEYED THIS HOPE TO THE APL-CIO BY TELEGRAMS AND 
LETTERS, AS WELL AS CONVERSATIONS WITH AFL-CIO OFFICIALS. 
HINTON 
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